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The Crossover by 
Kwame Alexander 

The Bell twins are stars on the basketball court and comrades in life. While there are some differences—Josh shaves his head and Jordan 
loves his locks—both twins adhere to the Bell basketball rules: In this game of life, your family is the court, and the ball is your heart. With 
a former professional basketball player dad and an assistant principal mom, there is an intensely strong home front supporting sports and 
education in equal measures. When life intervenes in the form of a hot new girl, the balance shifts and growing apart proves painful. An 
accomplished author and poet, Alexander eloquently mashes up concrete poetry, hip-hop, a love of jazz, and a thriving family bond 

 

Fish in a Tree  
Lynda Mullaly 
Hunt 
 

Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people. Every time she lands in a new school, she is able to hide her inability to read by 
creating clever yet disruptive distractions.  She is afraid to ask for help; after all, how can you cure dumb? However, her newest teacher 
Mr. Daniels sees the bright, creative kid underneath the trouble maker. With his help, Ally learns not to be so hard on herself and that 
dyslexia is nothing to be ashamed of. As her confidence grows, Ally feels free to be herself and the world starts opening up with 
possibilities. She discovers that there’s a lot more to her—and to everyone—than a label, and that great minds don’t always think alike. 

 

Freak the Mighty 
Rodman Pilbrick 

A brilliant, emotionally charged novel about two boys. One is a slow learner, too large for his age, and the other is a tiny, disabled genius. 
The two pair up to create one formidable human force known as "Freak the Mighty". MAX. FREAK. BEST FRIENDS. FOREVER. I never had a 
brain until Freak came along. . .That's what Max thought. All his life he'd been called stupid. Dumb. Slow. It didn't help that his body 
seemed to be growing faster than his mind. It didn't help that people were afraid of him. So Max learned how to be alone. At least until 
Freak came along. Freak was weird, too. He had a little body, and a really big brain. Together Max and Freak were unstoppable. Together, 
they were Freak the Mighty. 

 

I Will Always Write 

Back: How One Letter 

Changed Two lives- 

Caitlin Alifirenka,Marti 

n Ganda, Liz Welch 

The true story of two pen pals: Caitlin, a typical American teenager, and Martin, a poor but incredibly bright and hard-working boy in the 
African country of Zimbabwe who's struggling to get enough money to stay in school. Caitlin has no concept of Martin's poverty and sends 
him photographs and small gifts. 

 

Insignificant Events in 

the Life of a Cactus- 

Dusti Bowling 

“Aven is a perky, hilarious, and inspiring protagonist whose attitude and humor will linger even after the last page has turned.” —
School Library Journal (Starred review) 
Aven Green loves to tell people that she lost her arms in an alligator wrestling match, or a wildfire in Tanzania, but the truth is she was born without 
them. And when her parents take a job running Stagecoach Pass, a rundown western theme park in Arizona, Aven moves with them across the 
country knowing that she’ll have to answer the question over and over again. 
Her new life takes an unexpected turn when she bonds with Connor, a classmate who also feels isolated because of his own disability, and they 
discover a room at Stagecoach Pass that holds bigger secrets than Aven ever could have imagined. It’s hard to solve a mystery, help a friend, and 

face your worst fears. But Aven’s about to discover she can do it all . . . even without arms. 



 

 

Book Options for Students Entering Grade 7 
Title  Author  Summary  

  

The \War that  
Saved My 

Life  
Kimberly  
Brubaker  
Bradley  

Nine-year-old Ada has never left her one-room apartment. Her mother is too humiliated by Ada’s twisted foot to let her 

outside. So when her little brother Jamie is shipped out of London to escape the war, Ada doesn’t waste a minute—she 

sneaks out to join him.  So begins a new adventure of Ada, and for Susan Smith, the woman who is forced to take the two 

kids in. As Ada teaches herself to ride a pony, learns to read, and watches for German spies, she begins to trust Susan— 

and Susan begins to love Ada and Jamie. But in the end, will their bond be enough to hold them together through wartime? 

Or will Ada and her brother fall back into the cruel hands of their mother?  

  

March  
John Lewis  

Congressman John Lewis (GA-5) is an American icon, one of the key figures of the civil rights movement. His commitment 
to justice and nonviolence has taken him from an Alabama sharecropper's farm to the halls of Congress, from a segregated 
schoolroom to the 1963 March on Washington, and from receiving beatings from state troopers to receiving the Medal of 
Freedom from the first African-American president.   
This graphic novel trilogy is a vivid first-hand account of John Lewis' lifelong struggle for civil and human rights, and depicts 

John Lewis' youth in rural Alabama, his life-changing meeting with Martin Luther King, Jr., the birth of the Nashville Student 

Movement, and their battle to tear down segregation through nonviolent lunch counter sit-ins, building to a stunning climax 

on the steps of City Hall.   

*This book contains mature language. 

 

Long Way 

Down  
Jason 

Reynolds  

Fifteen-year-old Will has shoved a gun into the waistband of his jeans. See, his brother Shawn was just murdered. And Will 

knows the rules. No crying. No snitching. Revenge. That’s where Will’s heading now, on an elevator, with that gun shoved in 

the back waistband of his jeans, the gun that was his brother’s gun. He gets on the elevator, seventh floor, stoked. He knows 

who he’s after. Or does he? 

 

 

The Distance 

Between Us 

Young 

Readers 

Edition 
Reyna 

Grande 

When her parents make the dangerous and illegal trek across the Mexican border in pursuit of the American dream, Reyna 

and her siblings are forced to live with their stern grandmother, as they wait for their parents to build the foundation of a new 

life. 

But when things don’t go quite as planned, Reyna finds herself preparing for her own journey to “El Otro Lado” to live with 

the man who has haunted her imagination for years: her long-absent father. Both funny and heartbreaking, The Distance 

Between Us beautifully captures the struggle that Reyna and her siblings endured while trying to assimilate to a different 

culture, language, and family life in El Otro Lado (The Other Side). 

 
 


