Marlborough Public Schools
Transforming Education

In September 2015, two sculptures resulting from a yearlong artist-in-residence program with
Massachusetts sculptor Dale Rogers were dedicated at Marlborough High School. Shown are the
“Retro Trees” that grace the entrance to the school, representing the educational ideals of the faculty
and staff. With the newly installed sculpture are then Superintendent Richard Langlois, who personally
helped fund the program, Marlborough Mayor Arthur Vigeant, and MHS Principal Charles Caliri.
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Introduction

R

ich options for creative expression, an environment rooted in
innovation and design, the nurturing of a lifetime of learning, the
experiences of global connections, and strong roots of community
connectedness are the pillars of the Marlborough Public Schools and
the learning we provide.

Panther
Pride!

As of March 2016, 4,571 students attend the Marlborough Public Schools.
School enrollment reflects a changing socio-economic demographic
comprised of 53 percent students who qualify for subsidized meals
throughout the National School Lunch Program, plus two emerging
sub-groups: English learners (districtwide average of 18.5 percent) and
special education (districtwide average of 17.4 percent).

has been named to the

Roll
AP Honor
©

Featured at the gateway to the high school is the sculpture “Retro
Trees.” Inscribed into one of the trees are the words “There are
two lasting gifts we can give our children – one is roots, and the
other is wings,” acknowledging our school system’s conviction and
commitment to providing children with an education that prepares
them to compete and succeed in the 21st century global society.
Located in the heart of metrowest Massachusetts, Marlborough
comprises an urban setting with a diverse population and a
community committed to high academic standards and educating
the whole child. Marlborough prides itself on its diverse student
population, which represents cultural distinctions noted by the fortyplus languages spoken in our schools.

Marlborough Public
Schools
5th Annual

for

Expanding Opportunity
and Improving Performance
of AP Students

At the heart of this diversity is the school system’s ability to build
a learning environment that creates a group dynamic built on
multiculturalism, teaching real-world experience, and showing how
productive one can be when different minds come together to solve
problems and create tangible and meaningful outcomes.
Marlborough is a leader in transitioning education into the 21st
century, creating pathways to meet the needs of industry and
the workforce as well as the expectations of higher education.
Through partnerships with industry and post-secondary education,
Marlborough offers an early college credit program and blended
learning with area colleges, cultural exchange programs, projectbased learning, and a nationally recognized Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) program.
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An advanced digital learning ecosystem provides students with
1:1 devices grades 3-12 as well as access to curriculum that
includes video conferencing, robotics, interactive computer labs,
3-D printers, artistic music recordings, and SMART Boards. This
focus on creativity, innovation, global connection, and college and
career readiness has demonstrated impressive results on recent
state-mandated testing, with test results by our high school STEM
students averaging between 93 and 100 percent proficient/advanced
in English, mathematics and science. Additionally, 83 percent of MHS
graduates attend two- or four-year colleges, having completed all
stated-mandated competencies.
Marlborough educators are committed to their work and professional
improvement, and they frequently serve as presenters at local,
state and national conferences for STEM, the Advanced Placement
Program, mathematics and science, and the technologies.
Administrators are trained in educational leadership through the
National Institute of School Leadership (NISL), and other educators
pursue doctorate and advanced degrees in an array of educator
content and licensure areas.
Marlborough boasts that 100 percent of our educators are highly
qualified and possess advanced degrees. The school environment
is such that educator initiatives, risk-taking and persistence are
supported: Students opt to attend class because they want to, not
because they have to.

Marlborough Public Schools believes learning, trust and collaboration
are top priorities in the ever-changing arena of education. Our
leadership team and curriculum directors use various sources to drive
the district, such as the Association of Supervisor and Curriculum
Directors (ASCD), a global community dedicated to excellence in
learning, teaching and leading. ASCD innovative solutions promote
the success of each child.
Marlborough has embraced the methods of “Teach like a PIRATE”
(TLAP) by Dave Burgess, encouraging staff to become more
Passionate about their subject area, become more Immersed in
the lesson, build Rapport with the students, Ask and Analyze their
lesson, Transform by providing an uncommon/unpredictable learning
environment, and be Enthusiastic about their course. Staff now have
the freedom of taking a step outside the box regardless of where it
takes the lesson in order to engage the classroom.
TLAP gives teachers ideas on how to get hooks into students to
engage them more often throughout the year. The system promotes,
encourages and demands teachers take a look at how they are
teaching. Teachers who “Teach Like a Pirate” are encouraged to
share their lessons and collaborate with others to help spread learning
techniques for improving the engagement of the entire student body.
It is this teaching and learning environment that attracts others to
explore and become part of the Marlborough school community.

Use this QR code
to see how MPS
embraces the methods
of “Teach like a PIRATE”
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Visual & Performing Arts – Educating the Whole Child

T

he recent passage of the national bipartisan Every Student
Succeeds Act, with its commitment to expand flexibility for
districts to offer all of their students a well-rounded education,
serves to reinforce what has long been held as a cornerstone of the
Marlborough Public School’s practice of educating the whole child.
A core belief in our school district is the concept that the visual and
performing arts are an essential component to a comprehensive
education and fundamental to the intellectual, social and emotional
development of each individual. In our arts programs, while students
learn new skills and techniques specific to the fine arts, they also
are developing an appreciation for different art forms and cultural
expressions. More importantly, engagement in the arts requires students to practice an array of mental habits that are easily transferred
into other areas of learning and which will benefit students as they
venture through life, no matter what career path they pursue.
Marlborough offers a comprehensive visual and performing arts program to all K-12 students. In the primary grades, the curriculum is
designed to nurture students’ skills and interests. During middle
school, the curriculum expands upon this foundation, further developing skills and confidence. Students then are able to pursue a particular area of interest in greater depth at the high school level. We
pride ourselves in the variety of offerings at this level, such as ceramics, drawing and painting, graphic design, clothing & textiles, instrumental and vocal bands and ensembles, and even AP music theory.
Beyond the school day, students participate in music’s Tri-M Honor
Society and National Art Honor Society, both of which give back to

the community through arts-related service activities. In addition, we
support a vibrant Art Club, Drama Club, Fashion Club, Contemporary
A Cappella, and opportunities for students to get involved behind the
stage in scenic design or tech crew for theatrical productions.
Specialized programs demand specialized spaces, and we are proud
of the progress we have made at the high school to create stateof-the art industry standard design and production spaces for our
students. Specialized spaces at the high school cater to the specific
needs of a particular art form. The music production classroom houses two sound-proof booths and an updated computer lab suited for
sound mixing and recording. The graphic design lab boasts updated
software run on the Mac platform, the preferred device for visual
design. The video production studio and internship opportunities give
students the experience of a real-world learning environment that
will prepare them for further study and career opportunities.
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Our award-winning programs have proven year after year that our
faculty and students are engaged in and passionate about the arts.
We are honored to continue a lasting tradition of superior quality in
arts education. Student work and performances consistently receive
superior ratings at local, regional and national levels including the
Scholastic Art Awards, the Congressional Art Competition, Youth
Art Month celebrations, MICCA festivals, and more. Our musical
ensembles have had the honor of performing at Boston’s Symphony
Hall, Fenway Park, and the Edward A. Hatch Memorial Shell on
Boston’s Charles River Esplanade. In addition to having several
cuts that have made their way to iTunes, the music production class
recently had a song selected for inclusion on a Best of A Cappella
album, a national honor of distinction.
In Marlborough the arts are all about community, whether highlighted
in our own city celebrations or on a more global stage. Parents and
students eagerly await annual performances of the All-City Concert
Series – All-City Band, All-City Chorus, All-City Jazz, and All-City
Strings performances – which highlight the vertical progressions
of talent spanning grades 4-12. In March of every year, the Citywide
Art Show showcases the art talent of our K-12 students in a 30-year
tradition of talent and pride
For the past several years, Marlborough High School students
proudly have participated in The Memory Project, a global service
opportunity that connects high school artists with children from
around the world who have faced substantial challenges in their

Use this QR code
to learn more about
MHS’s participation in
The Memory Project

lives. Our students have spent countless hours creating portraits
for children in a variety of countries including Mexico, Haiti, Nepal,
Vietnam, Dominican Republic, Nicaragua, Madagascar, and Ethiopia.
This project raises the global awareness of our students as it provides
them an authentic way to creatively practice kindness for others. (For
more information, see the QR Code on this page.)
Beyond the walls of our schools, many Marlborough students have
made a name for themselves in the arts. Jason Anick (Class of
2004), equally gifted as a composer and as a performer on the violin
and mandolin with his band, The Rhythm Future Quartet, is known
internationally for his jazz compositions.
Use the other QR Code below to watch WMCT-TV Marlborough’s
preview of this year’s Spring Sing a cappella concert, featuring the
Marlborough High School Voices ReChoired and other area groups.
Open to the public, the annual Spring Sing is one of the many events
organized by the MHS Chapter of the Tri-M Music Honor Society.
Or, explore more closely the two newly installed sculptures on the high
school campus, the 20-foot Panther mascot and the “Retro trees,”
both designed through the inspiration of our art students working in
conjunction with a local artist. It is the goal of the Marlborough Public
Schools to provide all students with the opportunity to experience and
understand music and art by creating, performing, and responding,
thereby inspiring a lifelong involvement in the arts.

Use this QR code
to preview the
Marlborough High School
Voices ReChoired
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Innovation & Design

W

e live in a world of rapidly evolving innovation and design. To
prepare our students, it is incumbent upon us as educators
to ready students for that world by bringing that level of innovation
and design into the classroom and embed it in the way we teach and
students learn.
A key component of Marlborough’s embracing of innovation and
design as both tool and lesson is blended learning. Blended learning
in Marlborough allows flexible use of time and location in student
learning. Teachers work collaboratively with each other and with
students to plan, execute and assess teaching and learning. Class
assignments such as essays are written and graded collaboratively.
Concepts are presented through personalized learning techniques
that target multiple intelligences, problem-solving methods, and
individual development. Blended learning also foregrounds the use
of assistive devices for students with special needs and specialized
computers for the fine arts and design engineering.
Marlborough initiated its blended learning model by upgrading the
digital network infrastructure throughout the district and implementing
a well-organized distribution of devices as digital resources for each
district student. Students learn the concepts of digital citizenship
and ethical responsibility, while teachers receive professional
development in the creative use of instructional resources in the
digital ecosystem. The process is accompanied by a redeployment

of district budget funds and a transition from traditional books, penand-paper lessons, and the use of chalk boards or white boards to
resources such as e-texts, SMART Boards, interactive projection
devices, and Google applications for education.
Technology is embedded in Marlborough Public Schools classrooms
at all levels. At the Early Childhood Center, there are numerous
iPads in each classroom and the school has a SMART Table that is
incorporated it into the program. All K-2 classrooms in the districts
have iPads that support curriculum and assessment. Students
in grades 3-5 are provided instruction supported by classroom
Chromebooks, working in the Google environment and doing online
assessments and universal screenings. Once students transition to
the sixth grade, they receive Chromebooks that they use throughout
their day and at home.
With Marlborough’s transition to a robust student information
system that offers both student and parent portals, teachers easily
can communicate assignments, internet resources and assessment
results with students and parents. In addition, teachers have at
their fingertips integrated curriculum resources and lesson plans
along with a vigorous profile of student performance, allowing for
interventions at all levels to take place as needed in order to stimulate
and improve student achievement.
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Having the technology at one’s fingertip coupled with a curriculum
rich in innovation and design concepts is resulting in notable student
creativity. For example, the Whitcomb School has two Vex Robotics
Teams, one for grades 5 and 6 and another for grades 7 and 8. These
teams have competed in both local and international tournaments.
This after-school club supports student’s interest and involvement
in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) by
engaging students in robotics engineering and proving, once again,
not all learning takes place during school hours.
The Real World Design Challenge (RWDC) is an annual high school
engineering competition run by a public-private partnership with the
goal of sustainably increasing the STEM workforce. RWDC marries
the local airport, aviation-related industry professionals, workforce
development partners, and more to create an avionic-based, realworld challenge for students to respond to. For example, the 2016
challenge was to determine the moisture in the ground surrounding a
blueberry crop using an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) and specific
sensors that relay messages back to a base station.
The Marlborough High School RWDC team has competed for the last
seven years, winning the state championship three times, taking third
place in 2015, and taking second place in early 2016.
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Innovation & Design - STEM

T

hrough the leveraging of Massachusetts Race to the Top grant
dollars, Marlborough initiated its STEM Early College High
School program in 2011. Within four years, the program grew to
serve more than 600 students grades 6 through 12. Its core goal
remains to strengthen the STEM pipeline both nationally and in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
In 2014, in partnership with Jobs for the Future and Partnerships
for a Skilled Workforce, Marlborough’s STEM program received
one of 24 national Youth CareerConnect grants from the Office of
the President. The program works to tackle the national issues
facing schools and work force development as laid out by the
federal Department of Labor.
The Marlborough STEM program is featured by Harvard University’s
Pathways to Prosperity Network as a national model for education
reform. Through the best practices of interdisciplinary projectbased learning, work-based learning, career and technical
education, and post-secondary dual enrollment, Marlborough’s
STEM program continues to demonstrate landmark results in a
diverse urban setting. In 2015, the program posted a 100 percent
graduation rate and a 95 percent college placement rate. More
than 50 percent of the graduating STEM class went on to pursue
STEM pathways in college. In addition, 100 percent of the program’s
high school students demonstrated proficient or better on all of the
state’s 2014 mandated standardized tests.
Various professional development opportunities have been
provided to the STEM teachers in an effort to enhance projectbased learning. The STEM Certificate program sponsored by

PTC gives teachers the opportunity to develop a project-based
learning experience using the Explore-Create-Share framework.
The PTC program also teaches basic computer-aided design
(CAD) skills through creativity challenges that teachers can use
in the classroom. The 3-D printer training trains teachers from
various content areas how to set up and use the 3-D printer device
and software. The Computer Numerical Control (CNC) training
explained the various uses of the iCarver machine and materials
that can be used with the precision manufacturing technology.
Sample sketches were uploaded and carved into foam board to
show teachers how the software can be used for student projects.

Use this QR code
to learn more about
Marlborough High Schools
STEM program
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In March 2016, Marlborough was named a District of Distinction
by District Administration magazine for its STEM Early College
High School program. The award was celebrated with a visit
by Massachusetts Lt. Governor Karyn Polito, who spoke to
administrators, faculty and students about the program’s
significance:
Massachusetts is the most innovative state in the country. We are
No. 1. And in order for us to maintain that distinction, we need to
make sure that we are creating a pipeline of people with the skills
that will match the employers and the industries that are growing
here in the Commonwealth … I will say that in many parts of the
Commonwealth, what’s happening here in Marlborough doesn’t exist
yet. You’re in a very special and good place. We want to thank you –
all of you – for making this possible … Thank you very much for doing
what you do. It matters … You are in a national spotlight; for you to be
a District of Distinction, recognized by a national group, shows you
that you are really doing something incredibly ‘right’ here.
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Lifetime of Learning

T

he students of Marlborough Public Schools bring a rich diversity
to the district. It is a diversity celebrated in classroom lessons and
activities, student creative and performing arts programs, PTO-sponsored events, and more. It is also a diversity that presents opportunities and challenges to us as educators to ensure the needs of
all students are met and the educational experience fosters lifelong
learners.
In 2014, after almost a year of research and planning and under the
guidance of a steering committee, Marlborough Public Schools
began the thoughtful, systematic implementation of a multi-tiered
system of supports (MTSS) to respond promptly and effectively to
student needs. Based on the Massachusetts MTSS model, Marlborough’s MTSS addresses both academic and social/behavioral needs
through benchmark assessments, data analysis, tiered interventions,
clear expectations, acknowledgement of and/or rewards for effort
and success, and more.
For example, the Whitcomb Middle School took the lead in implementing the behavioral component of MTSS first. The R.O.A.R program – Respect, Opportunities, Academics and Responsibility – uses
a schoolwide positive behavior intervention and support framework
to create a positive school culture. The goal is to increase the school’s
ability to establish the behavioral supports and social culture needed for all students to become emotionally, socially and academically
successful lifelong learners.

At the elementary level, the district is working to ensure a consistent,
strong core instructional experience for all students by implementing MTSS starting from the academic supports side. Using ongoing
assessments, data analysis, teacher collaboration, and continuous
monitoring, students are identified as being proficient in various
learning areas according to one of three tiers. The higher the tier,
the more help a student receives in a particular concept. The support
for students’ effort creates in them the desire to more forward, take
risks, and learn more – confidence which they can carry with them
the rest of their lives.
The successes of MTSS, the district’s general education and special
programs, STEM, and more are inherently dependent on the staff’s
commitment, dedication, training, and evolution as professional educators. Marlborough Public Schools has a robust professional development program. Whether trainers come to the district with their
expertise, or faculty/staff take courses, participate in workshops,
and attend seminars outside the district, everyone is encouraged to
further their expertise and experiences for the good of the district.
Additionally, Marlborough has scores of teachers and administrators
who are using innovative, 21st century classroom practices to inspire
their students to achieve. This internal expertise is shared during the
several full- and half-day professional development sessions each
year. Our special, focused programs are designed to help bring students into a world where learning is desirable, attainable and fun.
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English Learners

Special Education

More than 18 percent of Marlborough’s students come to our schools
with a first language other than English. Many of these students arrive with little or no English proficiency, and some have had interrupted or no formal education. Marlborough is committed to supporting
these students and their families to learn both social and academic
English. Special “newcomer” EL classes at the elementary school
give students with little or no English language skills concentrated
instruction. Teachers with expertise in teaching English as a second
language work with students in all schools. Teachers across the district are participating in targeted trainings to best support English
learners through sheltered English immersion instruction. Staff translators/interpreters assist staff and families with interlanguage communication needs. English classes are offered periodically to families
of Marlborough EL students.

Marlborough Public Schools is committed to providing a continuum
of special education services grades PK-12 and to providing the most
comprehensive services possible with the goal of keeping students
with special needs within the district for their education and related
services. We use a thorough assessment and reassessment process
and targeted resources to ensure service delivery accountability and
that Individual Educational Plans are both appropriate and adhered to.
More than 17 percent of Marlborough Public Schools students qualify for special education services of varying kinds. We are dedicated
to offering these students the best instruction possible in the least
restrictive environment. The goal is that each student understands
and reaches his/her potential and extends that desire to learn well
into the future.
In addition to providing special instructional services to students
within the regular classrooms, the district also has several specialized programs for students with special needs. The Pathways program serves students with autism, the Therapeutic Learning Center
(TLC) program helps students with cognitive and behavioral needs,
and the Post-Graduate program helps students ages 18-22 with
learning disabilities to become as self-sufficient as possible and
works with them to learn job skills.
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Lifetime of Learning
Marlborough Early Childhood Center

Early College High School/Dual Enrollment

The Marlborough Early Childhood Center (ECC) is an integrated
preschool program designed to serve children with and without
disabilities ages three to five years old. The philosophy is to create
a positive, safe and inclusive environment where children learn and
grow, providing a valuable foundation for lifelong learning. We offer
preschoolers opportunities that help build self-esteem, encourage
creative thinking, and develop social interaction.

Marlborough High School has built partnerships with Quinsigamond
Community College and Framingham State University for early college
high school/dual enrollment.

A multi-modal learning approach is used to engage a variety of
learning styles for each student. We use an embedded curriculum,
and our specialists work in the classroom with the children and staff
as much as possible. Children with disabilities are integrated into
classrooms with typically developing peers, participating in all of the
activities within the class, and modifications and accommodations
are made as needed.

Quinsigamond offers courses online for our students, and starting in
Fall 2016 several of our faculty members will serve as QCC adjunct
professors and teach QCC courses at the high school. Framingham
State University courses are taught by college-level professors at
MHS during the school day.
These partnerships provide pathways and opportunities for MHS
students to access to college courses during their four years of
high school. The goals are to increase the number of college-ready
students and provide an opportunity to students who would have
limited or no access to college with an early college experience.
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Alternative High School Program

Enrichment & Extended Year Programs

The Hildreth School is an accredited public alternative high school
dedicated to the intellectual, social, behavioral, and physical
development of students who benefit from a nontraditional school
setting, flexible scheduling, small learning environments, behavior
modification support, and other support systems.

In addition to various enrichment programs offered throughout
the school year, Marlborough offers summer programs at the
elementary, middle and high school levels to provide enrichment
for students who need a boost, whether it be working on English
language skills, continuing special education instruction, brushing
up on learning concepts, or recovering high school credits. The
district’s Title I, English Learners, Special Education, and High School
Credit Recovery programs during the summer help students keep
actively learning and bridge those summer “down time” weeks when
academic progress can backslide.

Hildreth’s services are designed to meet the needs of each student
through educational, vocational, clinical, and behavioral components.
Teachers differentiate instruction within the classroom, adapting the
curriculum as necessary to allow students to progress at their own
pace. The ability to function in classes is further enhanced by smallgroup instruction and behavior modification programs.
The clinical component offers regular individual and group sessions
with an aggressive approach toward involving families. The clinical
team also teaches a social skills class and provides individual and
group counseling. The vocational component assists students in
obtaining jobs in the community. Career counselors match student
interests with community-based job opportunities. Students are
supported through job coaching, resume writing workshops, mock
interviews, and ongoing encouragement and support.
Hildreth’s after-school program provides students with an opportunity
to receive additional academic support in a structured setting
for students to participate in the credit recovery program, state
standardized test prep, art projects, athletics, and cooking.

14
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Global Connections

E

ducation that seeks to meet the needs of the 21st century must be
global in outlook, says Fernando Reimers, professor of international
education at the Harvard Graduate School of Education. Increasingly,
he says, educators are using a global framework to engage their
students in extended projects and in the study of real-world issues,
which gives us an opportunity to make education more interesting to
students by connecting them to the world around them. The students
of the Marlborough Public Schools are fortunate to have many such
opportunities, both within their classrooms and beyond.
The multinational flags hanging in the foyer of Marlborough
High School signal the rich diversity that makes up our district.
Forty-four languages are spoken by our families, with Spanish
and Portuguese speakers representing the largest segment. Our
changing demographic is reflected in the burgeoning English learner
population, now making up more than 18 percent of our student body.
While we celebrate this rich diversity, we are aware of the need to
equip our staff with the tools to shelter English instruction so that all
of our students meet with success. In compliance with recent state
regulations to ensure high-quality instruction for English learners
with the goal that they are fully immersed in general education
classes as soon as possible, our core academic teachers have taken
advantage of courses that teach these strategies. The culmination of
this success is seen at graduation as many former English learners
cross the stage having gained the competencies and skills for
success in college and career.

in advancing student exchange programs. For the past two years
Marlborough High School has welcomed students from China. These
students enroll in a full schedule of classes and immerse themselves
in a homestay experience while enjoying all of the activities that high
school offers. Because of our robust Mandarin Chinese language
program, this is a natural fit and we hope to extend our affiliation to
include summer programs and even an exchange of our students to
China in the future.
Our students studying Mandarin also have an opportunity to practice
their language skills through programs and activities with the students
of the Marlborough-based Massachusetts International Academy,
a gap-year academy for Chinese students preparing to matriculate
to college in the United States. Our students have celebrated the
Moon Cake Festival with these Chinese students and have, in turn,
invited them to the high school Reality Fair. Without having to travel
far, Marlborough students experience real-world connectedness in a
way that no text book can provide.
International travel opportunities abound for our students at the
secondary level. The middle school has long enjoyed a sister city
exchange program with Akiruno, a city in the western end of Tokyo,
Japan. For the past twenty years a cohort of students and staff have
traveled to Akiruno, enjoying the hospitality of host families and
learning about Japanese schools and culture. It is always a treat
when we reciprocate, hosting tea ceremonies, gift exchanges and
fun outings for our Japanese friends.

Our global outlook has been reinforced by our partnership with
the Cambridge Institute of International Education, a global leader

15
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At the high school level it is not unusual to find language teachers
hosting student tours to Italy, China, Spain, and Canada. Recently,
biology students experienced an extension of their learning beyond
the classroom by traveling with their teacher to the rain forests of
Costa Rica and Puerto Rico or exploring the Darwin Research Station
in the Galapagos Islands. Students with an interest in the health
sciences attend medical lectures sponsored by a local doctor and
take a competitive test to be awarded the opportunity to participate
in an extended medical mission with him and his medical students
from Tufts University. Competing against neighboring districts, our
students have continued to capture first place, gaining the chance
to assist this medical team either in Nicaragua or Malawi. The
students return with a firm commitment to the profession and a keen
awareness of the global conditions that exist beyond the borders of
Marlborough.

students’ global awareness and to develop the skills necessary to
meet the changing demands of a 21st century global society through
demonstration of competency in the areas of academics, community
service, foreign immersion, global focus project, and portfolio
presentation. To assist faculty in acquiring the needed professional
development to infuse global awareness in course work while still
adhering to the content standards, we have partnered with Primary
Source, a known leader in high-quality professional development,
whose mission “Global learning matters” could well serve as the
framework of the effort to celebrate our rich diversity and to bring
21st century global experiences, both in and out of the classroom, to
the students of the Marlborough Public Schools.

Cognizant of the benefits of global education, staff at the high school
structured a Global Competency Certificate Program, the goal of
which is to award students who fulfill the requirements of the program
a distinction at graduation. The program is designed to increase

Use this QR code
to learn more about
Marlborough High School’s
Chinese exchange students

16
4
MARLBOROUGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS — TRANSFORMING EDUCATION

Community Connectedness

D

o public schools reflect their community’s essence? Or, do public
schools help lead the progressive, growth-mindset charge
forward to make the city a better place in which to work, play and
live? In Marlborough, it’s both.
For decades the Marlborough Public Schools have been inextricably
one with their city. Generations of Marlborough families have lived here,
attended school here, and settled here as adults. A considerable number
are employed in the very schools which they attended as children.
In Marlborough, school/city traditions are sacred. MHS musical
groups perform at the city’s annual holiday tree-lighting ceremony
year after year, and MHS concerts, plays and musicals consistently
are standing room only. The Whitcomb School band marches in
the annual Horribles Parade, the city’s celebration of Halloween.
The Citywide Art Show grades K-12 helps usher in each spring.
The elementary schools host annual Community Readers days,
where retired teachers, city officials, senior citizens and even
state legislators read to students and answer questions. In these
and countless other ways, the schools are part of the community’s
tradition and culture.
As important as tradition is, change is equally significant for a
community to be able to grow, thrive and attract new residents, new
business and industry, and new professional talent. The key is not just

adapting to that change, but also responding to it and embracing it
through a level of community connectedness that benefits everyone.
Our first impression for families new to the Marlborough Public
Schools is our Registration and Parent Outreach Center. The Center,
with its on-site translators, welcomes new families to our schools,
letting them know that regardless of their backgrounds and needs,
MPS is here for them.
Once a child enters Marlborough schools, he or she benefits from myriad
civic, governmental, organizational and business/industry connections
and partnerships that are helping us create a learning environment that
fosters 21st century skills and college and career readiness.
As early as preschool, our students and staff benefit from strong,
dedicated parent support organizations. From the Early Childhood
Center’s Home and School Connection to the high school’s music and
sports booster organizations, Marlborough students and staff K-12
reap the benefits of a network of parental support. The time, energy
and resources these organizations provide Marlborough schools
is unparalleled. PTOs sponsor curriculum-related enrichment
programs, Athletics Boosters volunteer countless hours at athletic
events and coordinating fund-raisers, and music parents help middle
and high school music events run seamlessly.
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Business and industry community partners are showing an everincreasing commitment to not only volunteer in our schools but
also to help mold and then support a curriculum that is responsive
to the needs of the future. At Richer Elementary, employees of the
TJX Corporation spend lunch once a week at the school, reading
to students to help nurture literacy skills. As part of a districtwide
day of service, Sunovion hand-built mini libraries, then stocked the
“little houses” now in the corridors of our three elementary schools
with books. EMC Corporation works with Whitcomb middle school
students on “big data” concepts.
Marlborough’s STEM Early College High School is nationally
recognized for its career pathways in collaboration with the city’s
high-tech industry on curriculum, training, resources, job shadowing,
mentoring, internships, and more. The rosters of the STEM ECHS
Speakers’ Bureau and the STEM Advisory Board read like a who’s
who of engineering, design and technology giants: PTC, Raytheon,
Intel, Dow, Hologic, SanDisk. All play a key role in our high school’s
transformation into a school focused on nurturing college and career
readiness and a lifetime of learning.
Collaboration on citywide initiatives and events are becoming more
commonplace than ever before. Marlborough schools works with
the Marlborough Economic Development Corporation to help get the
word out to prospective businesses about why Marlborough is the

place to come, and to existing business about why Marlborough is
the place to stay. A grant-funded initiative in collaboration with the
Marlborough Public Library brought the entire city together to read
the same book and participate in book-related activities designed
to nurture literacy and the love of reading. The Marlborough Reads:
One City, One Book promoted the business community’s support of
literacy through a book-related citywide scavenger hunt for clues at
various Marlborough businesses.
Marlborough schools’ membership and participation in various civic
organizations provides a venue for getting the good word out about
the schools as well as providing community service opportunities
for students. Hildreth School students are active in the Rotary’s
Interact Club and volunteer their time and resources for several
Rotary activities throughout the year. The district’s membership in the
Marlborough Regional Chamber of Commerce not only strengthens
our ties with the business community, it also provides students with a
conduit for volunteer and job shadowing opportunities.
Gone are the days when the various segments of a community
stayed in their individual silos, interacting only out of necessity.
Marlborough’s growing spirit of collaboration is providing all
stakeholders with rich learning experiences, improved interpersonal
connections, future-focused strategic planning, the development of
shared goals and dreams, and a redefined concept of community.
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