
CITY OF MARLBOROUGH MEETING POSTING

Meeting Name: MPS SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETiNG

Date: TUESDAY, May 9, 2017

Time: 7:30PM

Location: DISTRICT EDUCATION CENTER, 17 WASHiNGTON STREET

Agenda Items to be addressed:

1. Call to Order
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Presentation

A. Marlborough High School Student Advisory Committee Update
B. Marlborough High School Music Department Festival Disney Awards

4. Committee DiscussionlDirectives
5. Communications
6. Superintendent’s Report

A. Executive Director of Primary & Elementary Education Report
B. Executive Director of Secondary Education Report

7. Acceptance of Minutes
A. Minutes of April 11, 2017 School Committee Meeting

8. Public Participation
9. Action Items/Reports

A. Marlborough Elementary School Project — Grade Configuration
B. FY18 School Choice — Tabled Item
C. Policy’s to be approved by the School Committee

• School Calendar Policy 7.200
• Marking Periods Policy 7.250
• Private School Policy 8.045

D. Acceptance of Donations and Gifts
10. Reports of School Committee Sub-Committees
11. Members’ Forum
12. Adjournment

Respectfully submitted,

(-
Heidi Matthews, Secretary
Marlborough School Committee

THE LISTiNG OF TOPICS THAT THE CHAIR REASONABLY ANTICIPATES WILL BE
DISCUSSED AT THE MEETiNG IS NOT INTENDED AS A GUARANTEE OF THE TOPICS
THAT WILL HAVE BEEN DISCUSSED. NOT ALL TOPICS LISTED MAY IN FACT BE
DISCUSSED, AND OTHER TOPICS NOT LISTED MAY ALSO BE BROUGHT UP FOR
DISCUSSION TO THE EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW.



SCHOOL COMMITTEE Agenda Item # 3A

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY For School Committee Meeting
of May9,2017

SUBJECT: MHS Student Advisory Committee Update

Person(s) preparing Agenda Item: Charles Caliri, Principal

Listing of Attachments: SAC Members & Agenda

BACKGROUND: The Student Advisory Committee updates the School Committee on various
activities at Marlborough high School a few times each year.

STATUS: SAC presenting (list of topics attached)

RECOMMENDATION: That the students are acknowledged for their updates for MPS.

Approved by Principal:

n4
Recommended by the Superintendent:



Mar[borough Pubtic Schoots
Transforming Education

Charles Calin• Principal
Marlborough High School

431 Bolton Street,, Marlborough, MA 07752
(508) 460-3500, ext. 7380 • ccaIirimps-edu.org

Student Advisory Committee Members

*Susasl Rambridge (12th)

Samantha Merrill (1 2th)

Heidi DiPersio ( th)

Timothy Gouger (1Oth)

Alicia Bibi (9th)

* School Committee Representative

Student Advisory Committee Agenda

May 9, 2017

• Samantha Merrill — Job Fair
• Alicia Bibi — Track
• Timothy Gouger — Spring Concert
• Heidi DiPersio — Disney Music Trip

www. mps-edu. org

it is the policy of the Marlborough Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of race, gender, religion, national origin, color, homelessness,
sexual orientation, gender identity, age or disability in its education programs, services, activities or employment practices.



SCHOOL COMMITTEE Agenda Item # 3B

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY For School Committee Meeting
of May 9,2017

SUBJECT: Marlborough High School Music Department festival Disney Awards

PERSON(S) PREPARING AGENDA ITEM: Superintendent Maureen Greulich

LISTING OF ATTACHMENTS: n/a

BACKGROUND: Over April vacation some 121 Marlborough High School music students
participated in Festival Disney in Orlando, Florida.

STATUS: Status: K-12 Music Coordinator Jonathan Rosenthal is here to recite the awards and to
have some music students highlight this wonderful experience.

FESTIVAL DISNEY RESULTS

RATlNGS:
Mixed Chorus - Superior
A Cappella Choir - Superior
String Ensemble - Excellent
Concert Band - Excellent
Wind Ensemble - Superior
Jazz Ensemble - Superior

BEST IN CLASS:
A Cappella Choir - Chamber Choir
String Ensemble - AA Orchestra
Concert Band - A Band
Wind Ensemble - AA Band
Jazz Ensemble - AAA Jazz Ensemble

(A, AA, and AAA are all different classifications based on the size of the MHS student body.)

SPECIAL AWARDS:
Outstanding Jazz Soloist - Justin Bartlett
Adjudicator’s Special Recognition - Noah Ogden and Tatyana Barthold for their scat solo in “Blue Skies”

5/17



TOP AWARDS:
Wind Ensemble: Bronze Mickey, Bands
A Cappella Choir: Silver Mickey, Specialty Choirs
Jazz Ensemble: Gold Mickey, Jazz Ensembles

(Gold, Silver and Bronze Mickeys are awarded to the top three groups across all classifications)

RECOMMENDATION: That the School Committee congratulate the Music Department on these
awards and have the chance to ask any clarifying questions.

Recommended by the Superintendent:

____________________________
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MPS Marlborough Pubtic Schools
Transforming Education

Maureen Greuiich• Superintendent
77 Washington Street, Marlborough, MA 01752

(508) 460-3509 ext. 10700 mgreuIichmps-eUu. org

Superintendent Report for School Committee Regular Session, itlay 9, 2017

1. NEASC Visit to Marlborough High School: The Commission on Public Secondary Schools has been
undergoing a series of initiatives to review and revise the Standards for Accreditation and the Accreditation
process in order to make the Accreditation experience more relevant and valuable for schools. Their goal is
to have revised Standards for Accreditation and a new Accreditation process in place by September 2017. In
order to implement these changes and provide schools with the time necessary to adjust to them, the decennial
visit to Marlborough High school scheduled in 2020 will be postponed until 2021, a permanent change in the
ten-year cycle. The Self-Assessment will begin during the 2018-2019 school year.

2. Jump Rope for Heart: It is important to recognize the tremendous team effort on the part of our PE/Weliness
teachers, students, and parents in the Marlborough community. This well-aligned curricular, health-focused,
and fundraising community event through the American Heart Association, raised the following funds that
will help to support medical/living expenses of children with heart-related diseases.

Whitcomb - $3,739 Richer - $6,851
Jaworek - $8,300 Kane - $6,483

3. MCAS Standard Setting: This August DESE will conduct a week-long standard setting event for the next-
generation MCAS tests in grade 3-8 for English language arts and mathematics. The purpose of the standard
setting is to make recommendations about the level of knowledge reflected in each next-generation MCAS
achievement level (Exceeding Expectations, Meeting Expectations, Partially Meeting Expectations, and Not
Meeting Expectations) and to identify appropriate cut scores for each level. Panels of MA educators, other
stakeholders, and expert facilitators will conduct the standard setting and the Department is currently seeking
panelists with content expertise in these areas.

4. 13 Reasons Why: There has been quite a bit of buzz and concern among parents, students, and school
leadership of late regarding a current Netflix series entitled 13 Reasons Why. The series is based on a young
adult novel by Jay Asher published in 2011. The story focuses on a high school student who commits suicide,
leaving behind 13 tapes detailing why she took her own life. The Netflix series contains graphic scenes of
suicide and sexual assault/rape. It also addresses issues of cyber-bullying, alcoholism, and depression. These
issues are extraordinarily challenging and may be difficult for some students to process in a healthy and
appropriate way. We want to ensure that families are aware of the show, and are equipped with resources to
help address these issues with their children. There are some resources that are available in the
InformationlHandouts section, but nothing takes the place of a call to a counselor, if there is a concern.

www. mps-edu. org

It is the policy of the Marlborough Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of race, gender, religion, national origin, color, homelessness,
sexual orientation, gender identity, age or disability in its education programs, services, activities or employment practices.



MpS Marlborough Public Schools
Transforming Education

Maureen GreuIich Superintendent
17 Washington Street, Marlborough, MA 01752

(508) 460-3509 ext. 10700 mgreulichmps-edu.org

5. Attorney General Maura Healey Visit: Thank you to all who supported the collective effort to educate our
students about the opioid crisis and other attendant social-emotional topics. It was gratifying to see so many
from City Council, School Committee, MPS staff, and community partners come out to Marlborough High
School on May 3 to hear the Attorney General and the participants in the roundtable discussion — Mayor
Vigeant, Representative Gentile, Representative Gregoire, Police Chief Giorgi, Kathy Leonard, Marc Kerble,
Superintendent Greulich, and students Alec Turner and Emma Lincoln. We are honored not only to be the
recipient of a Youth Opioid Grant from the Office of the Attorney General, but also that she selected
Marlborough for a personal visit. We will use the money from this grant to bolster our Wellness curriculum,
with an accompanying parent program, in this area and to fund a part-time Licensed Drug and Alcohol
Counselor.

6. Masonic Teacher of the Year: Congratulations to the Masonic Teacher of the Year, Melissa Tirpak. Melissa
is a 21 grade teacher at Kane Elementary School. finalists include Karen Briggs, an Early Childhood
Education teacher, and Isabel Nowlan, an English Learner teacher at Richer Elementary School. Join us at
the Masonic Lodge on May 17 at 5 pm to honor these outstanding educators

7. Information/Handouts:
13 Reasons Why Talking Points
13 Reasons Why Discussion Questions

www. mps-edu. org

It is the policy of the Marlborough Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of race, gender, religion, national origin, color, homelessness,
sexual orientation, gender identity, age or disability in its education programs, services, activities or employment practices.



41MPS Mar[borough Pub[ic Schoo[s
Transforming Education

Mary Murphy Executive Director of Primary & Elementary Education
17 Washington Street, Marlborough, MA 07752

(508) 460-3509 ext. 70111 • mmurphymps-edu.org

Executive Director of Primary and Elementary Education Report to School Committee
Regular Session May 9, 2017

Summer Course Offerings:

I have been working with Research for Better Teaching to offer a summer course on Data Coaching:
Unleashing the Power of Collaborative Inquiry. We have had two cohorts successfully complete this course in
the past. Staff that were trained were able to use that training to analyze student data and lead discussions in
departments and PLCs. We would like to have trained staff on a district-wide data team that will help focus the
work of other district initiatives such as MTSS and the creation of a district literacy team and plan.

The DSAC grant is also allowing us to offer some targeted trainings for Richer School and Marlborough High
School. A group of teachers and a building administrator from Richer will attend a training on “Leading High
Impact Teacher Teams: Four Steps to Increasing Student Achievement”. The focus of this training will be on
refining grade-level PLCs and the focus of the PLCs. Twenty staff members from Richer and Marlborough
High School will be offered a two-day course: Engage All Learners through UDL Design. The course will take
place August 24 and 25 at Marlborough High School.

Elementary Changes:

As you know, over the last few years there have been changes to the designation of some students’ elementary
school due to overcrowding issues. We expect that this process will continue until the elementary building
project is completed. My recommendation is that beginning next fall children entering kindergarten through
grade four and living at 450-460 Boston Post Road will be assigned to the Richer Elementary School. This will
allow for a single complex to be moved and will address some of the overcrowding issues at Jaworek.

Kindergarten numbers as of May 4th:

Jaworek— 117
Richer— 100
Kane-94

Based on prior years, we expect an additional fifty to seventy registrations before school begins in the fall. I am
including an updated enrollment projection that includes these changes.

www. mps-edu. org

It is the policy of the Marlborough Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of race, gender, religion, national origin, color, homelessness,
sexual orientation, gender identity, age or disability in its education programs, services, activities or employment practices.



Ja
w

o
re

k
E

le
m

en
ta

ry
K

an
e

E
le

m
en

ta
ry

G
ra

de
G

ra
de

KF
KF

1
1

2
2

3
3

4
4

T
ot

al
s

84
0

36
Z

3.
3

79
4

36
22

.1
0.

0
T

ot
al

s
63

1
29

21
.8

61
5

29
21

.2
0.

0

G
ra

de
G

ra
de

KF
KF

1
1

2
2

3
3

4
4

FY
17

E
nr

ol
lm

en
t

W
it

h
S

tr
ee

t
M

ov
es

FY
18

FY
17

E
nr

ol
lm

en
t

W
it

h
S

tr
ee

t
M

ov
es

FY
18

M
ar

20
17

C
la

ss
es

A
vg

E
nr

ol
l

C
la

ss
es

A
vg

S
ta

ff
+1

-

17
9

8
22

.4
14

7
7

21
.0

-1
.0

18
6

8
23

.3
16

8
8

21
.0

0.
0

16
1

7
23

.0
17

4
8

21
.8

1.
0

16
0

7
22

.9
15

3
7

21
.9

0.
0

15
4

6
25

.7
15

2
6

25
.3

0.
0

M
ar

2
0

1
7

C
la

ss
es

A
vg

E
nr

ol
l

C
la

ss
es

A
vg

S
ta

ff
÷1

-

12
2

6
20

.3
11

8
6

19
.7

0.
0

10
3

6
17

.2
12

2
6

20
.3

0.
0

14
8

6
24

.7
10

3
5

20
.6

-1
.0

12
4

5
24

.8
14

8
6

24
.7

1.
0

13
4

6
22

.3
12

4
6

20
.7

0.
0

R
ic

he
r

E
le

m
en

ta
ry

FY
17

E
nr

ol
lm

en
t

W
it

h
S

tr
ee

t
M

ov
es

FY
18

M
ar

20
17

C
la

ss
es

A
vg

E
nr

ol
l

C
la

ss
es

A
vg

S
ta

ff
+1

-

87
5

17
.4

12
4

6
20

.7
1.

0

10
8

5
21

.6
11

0
5

22
.0

0.
0

10
1

5
20

.2
11

1
5

22
.2

0.
0

12
2

5
24

.4
10

9
5

21
.8

0.
0

10
8

5
21

.6
13

0
6

21
.7

1.
0

D
is

tr
ic

t
E

le
m

en
ta

ry
E

nr
ol

lm
en

t

FY
17

E
nr

ol
lm

en
t

P
ro

je
ct

ed
FY

18

M
ar

2
0

1
7

C
la

ss
es

A
vg

E
nr

ol
l

C
la

ss
es

A
vg

S
ta

ff
+1

-

38
8

19
20

.4
38

9
19

20
.5

0.
0

39
7

19
20

.9
40

0
19

21
.1

0.
0

41
0

18
22

.8
38

8
18

21
.6

0.
0

40
6

17
23

.9
41

0
18

22
.8

1.
0

39
6

17
23

.3
40

6
18

22
.6

1.
0

T
ot

al
s

52
6

25
Z

1.
0

58
4

27
21

.6
2.

0
T

ot
al

s
19

97
90

22
.2

19
93

92
21

.7
2.

0



1PS Marlborough Public Schools
Transforming Education

Marc Kerbie, Ed.D. • interim Executive Director of Secondary Education
17 Washington Street, Marlborough, MA 01752

(508) 460-3509 ext. 70711 • mkerble©mps-edu.org

Interim Executive Director of Secondary Education Report to School Committee
Regular Session, May 9, 2017

1. Curriculum Work: I am working with supervisors to think through and address curriculum areas that
may be accomplished this summer. I’ve asked them to develop proposals based upon the following
format:

A. Supervisors determine status of the curriculum in the following areas:

• Scope and sequence is horizontally balanced and vertically progressive
• Articulation of key outcomes reflect new standards and frameworks
• Development of common assessments are completed
• Curriculum map is completed
• The curriculum emphasizes deep goals: inferential thinking, critical thinking, and evidence-based

writing
• There are appropriately high clearly defined performance standards and benchmarks in place
• There are exemplars and work samples at each grade

B. Supervisors review the curriculum status, prioritize, and design a plan(s) of action to address some of
the categories above

C. Then, they complete a cost analysis to complete the work

D. Finally, they think through the project by answering the following:
a. How will you select the staff?
b. How will you monitor their work?
c. Once the work is complete, what are your expectations?

www. mps-edu. org

it is the policy of the Marlborough Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of race, gender, religion, national origin, color, homelessness,
sexual orientation, gender identity, age or disability in its education programs, services, activities or employment practices.



IMPS Marlborough Public Schools
Transforming Education

School Committee
17 Washington Street, Marlborough, MA 01752

(508) 460-3509

Call to Order April 11, 2017
1. Chairman Vigeant caLled the Regular Meeting of the Marlborough School Committee to order at

7:30 pm at the District Education Center, 17 Washington Street, Marlborough, MA. Members
present included Mr. Geary, Mrs. Hennessy, Mrs. Ryan, Mrs. Matthews, a Mr. Watter. Mrs.
Bodin-Hettinger was absent.
Atso present were Superintendent Maureen Greutich, MEA Representative Rupat Patet, Executive
Director of Finance and Operations Mr. Michaet Bergeron, & Secretary Julie Purcetl.

2. Pledge of Allegiance: Chairman Vigeant ted the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Presentation

A. Special Olympics Preview of Changes
Andrew Bernabei and Brian Ziman reported on the success of the Metro West Special
OLympics that the MPS students participate in each year and some of the changes that took
place this year.

B. STEM Outdoor Classroom Presentations
At the beginning of the 201 6-2017 school year, the 10th Grade STEM teachers at Marlborough
High SchooL proposed a project for their students centered on creating plans for an Outdoor
CLassroom with the hope that one of the projects might be actualized. Three projects were
setected by Superintendent Greulich and the students presented tonight to explain their
projects:

The Wood Men - Lou Vigeant, Matt Pearl, and Nik Patet
Outdoor Industries - Conner Bogle, Noah Rosenzweig, and Dom Carter
Alternative Learning Through an Outdoor Classroom - Matt Fettig, Bobby MacPherson, and
Joseph Taft

4. Committee Discussion/Directives: None

5. Communications: None

www. mps-edu. org

It is the policy of the Marlborough Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of race, gender, religion, national origin, color, homelessness,
sexual orientation, gender identity, age or disability in its education programs, services, activities or employment practices.



1MPs Mar[borough Pub[ic
Transforming Education

School Committee
17 Washington Street, Marlborough, MA 07752

(508) 460-3509

6. Superintendents Report:
Superintendent Greulich gave this report covering a range of topics which included: Laselt
Minority Teacher Pipeline Project, Board Adopts Revised Engtish Language Arts/Literacy and
Mathematics Standards, STEM AP Exams for Low-Income Students, and School Climate
Questionnaire IncLuded with MCAS. Information/Handouts: FAQ on Schoot Ctimate
Questionnaires.

Superintendent Greulich also noted that Staff Appreciation Day will be held on May 8th, 9th

10th this year. She extended an invitation to the School Committee members to join her in
walking through the buildings with a gift for the staff to acknowledge them.

A. Executive Director of Primary and Elementary Education
Mary Murphy gave this report covering topics which included: The Joint ProfessionaL
Development Committee Survey the plan for professional development during the 2017/2018
school year, information on Mini-Courses, and the Elementary Science Grant.
Attachments: Spring/Summer Mini Course Catalog, Summary of a three-year NationaL
Science Foundation Grant.

B. Executive Director of Secondary Education
Marc Kerbte gave this report covering topics which included information on the NationaL
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) summer workshops. Dr. Kerble urged the School
Committee members to cLick on the links he provided in his report so they could see the
extent of the programs.

7. Acceptance of Minutes

8. Public Participation: None

9. Action Items/Reports
A. Business Professionals of America, National Leadership Conference, Orlando, Florida May

10-14, 2017. A totat of 11 students are eligibLe to attend the National Leadership
Conference this year. Approvat by the School Committee is being sought for the 11 students
who qualified, to attend this year’s conference.
A motion was made by Mrs. Matthews, seconded by Chairman Vigeant to approve the 11
students attend this year’s National Leadership Conference. Motion approved 6-0-0.

www. mps-edu. org
It is the policy of the Marlborough Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of race, gender, religion, national origin, color, homelessness,

sexual orientation, gender identity, age or disability in its education programs, services, activities or employment practices.



Martborough Pubtic Schools
Transforming Education

School Committee
17 Washington Street, Marlborough, MA 01752

(508) 460-3509

B. Policies for First Review - Designation of Vocational School 8.040
The above poticy was approved by the Policy Subcommittee at the March 30, 2017 meeting.
The Policy Subcommittee is recommending that the Schoot Committee review this policy for
acceptance at the April 25, 2017 meeting.

C. Before and After School Programs at Whitcomb, Jaworek, Kane and Richer Schools
Mr. Mike Bergeron reported on the request from Mr. John Ghitoni. He is recommending that
the Schoot Committee members approved the third of four renewaLs of the lease with
Kidsborough from JuLy 1, 2017 to June 30,2018 at an annual rate of $81,572.09.
A motion was made by Mrs. Matthews, seconded by Chairman Vigeant to approve the third
renewal of the respective tease. Motion approved 6-0-0

D. Acceptance of Donations and Gifts
The Hannafords Helps Schools is a program which gives schools a percent of purchases by
participants. The following schools were awarded donations from the 2016 Hannaford Helps
Schools Program:
Richer Schoot - $177.00, Kane School - $102.00, Marlborough High School - $261.00
A motion was made by Mrs. Matthews, seconded by Chairman Vigeant to accept these funds
of the 2016 Hannaford Helps Schools Program. Motion approved 6-0-0

10. Reports of School Committee Sub-Committees:
Mrs. Hennessey reported that a Policy Sub-Committee is being hetd tomorrow, April 12, 2017.

11. Members’ Forum
Mrs. Hennessy congratulated all those associated with the high school Spring play, Seussicat,
job well done. She atso wished her best to alt those going on the Disney musical trip much
success and safe travels. She also wished everyone good tuck at festival, and also wished
everyone a good Spring break.

www. mps-edu. org

It is the policy of the Marlborough Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of race, gender, religion, national origin, color, homelessness,
sexual orientation, gender identity, age or disability in its education programs, services, activities or employment practices.



Martborough Public Schools
Transforming Education

School Committee
17 Washington Street, Marlborough, MA 01752

(508) 460-3509

12. Adjournment
Motion made by Mrs. Matthews, seconded by Chairman Vigeant to adjourn at 8:10 p.m.
Motion passed 6-0-0

RespectfulLy submitted,

Heidi Matthews
Secretary, Martborough School Committee

HM/jap

www. mps-edu. org

It is the policy of the Marlborough Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of race, gender, religion, national origin, color, homelessness,
sexual orientation, gender identity, age or disability in its education programs, services, activities or employment practices.



SCHOOL COMMITTEE Agenda Item # 9A

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY For School Committee Meeting
(ACTION ITEM/S REPORTS) of May 9, 2017

SUBJECT: Marlborough Elementary School Project — Grade Configuration

PERSON(S) PREPARING AGENDA ITEM: Superintendent, Maureen Greulich

LISTING OF ATTACHMENTS: N/A

BACKGROUND: The District Administration recommends that the 5th grade be moved from the 1LT
Charles W. Whitcomb School to the elementary level, but space constraints currently do not make this
feasible.

Marlborough is in Feasibility Study with the Massachusetts School Building Authority to evaluate
options for a school project. The Study includes examining a new configuration of Marlborough Public
Schools: K-5 in four elementary schools, 6-8, and 9-12. The Study also includes evaluating the
feasibility of a 1,060-student school which would make the configuration of MPS K-5 in three schools,
6-8, and 9-12.

The Marlborough School Building Committee voted on May 2, 2017 to recommend further analysis of
the fourth elementary school option and to recommend that the School Committee reconfigure
Marlborough Public Schools, if this option emerges as their final recommendation.

This vote does not reconfigure Marlborough Public Schools. Additional votes and redistricting would
be required later in the process administered by the MSBA.

STATUS: To move forward with this proposed configuration requires a vote and approval of the School
Committee.

RECOMMENDATION: That the School Committee support further study of the fourth elementary
school option and support reconfiguring Marlborough Public Schools to K-5, 6-8, and 9-12.

Recommended by the Superintendent:

______________________________

5R 7



SCHOOL COMMITTEE Agenda Item # 9B

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY For School Committee Meeting
of May 9,2017

SUBJECT: FY18 School Choice — Tabled Item

Person(s) preparing Agenda Item: Michael Bergeron

Listing of Attachments: nla

BACKGROUND: As required by the MA DESE, prior to June 1, 2017, the School Committee must
vote as to whether or not the district will accept school choice pupils in the upcoming 2017-2018 school
year.

STATUS: The School Committee is required to vote on School Choice each year.

RECOMMENDATION: That the School Committee take a vote on School Choice participation for
the 2017-2018 school year.

Recommended by: Michael Bergeron

Recommended by the Superintendent:

10/96



Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education

Office of District and School Finance

Change in School Choice Pupils and Tuition by Sending District, FY16 to FY17

FY17 Preliminary as of December 2016

FY17 FY17

FY16 Preliminary FY16 Preliminary

LEA Receiving District LEA Sending District FtE FIE Change Tuition Tuition Change

64 CLINTON 170 MARLBOROUGH 1.3 1.0 -0.3 6,400 11,837 5,437

141 HUDSON 170 MARLBOROUGH 62.9 57.0 -5.9 342,843 304,881 -37,962

174 MAYNARD 170 MARLBOROUGH 3.9 4.0 0.1 20,940 25,540 4,600
185 MILFORD 170 MARLBOROUGH 4.0 4.0 0.0 24,919 24,919 0

198 NATICK 170 MARLBOROUGH 4.0 4.0 0.0 42,779 42,779 0

304 UXBRIDGE 170 MARLBOROUGH 2.0 2.0 0.0 10,000 10,000 0

600 ACTON BOXBOROUGH 170 MARLBOROUGH 2.0 2.5 0.5 10,000 12,500 2,500

725 NASHOBA 170 MARLBOROUGH 1.0 1.0 0.0 5,524 5,524 0

3901 MAyA 170 MARLBOROUGH 6.0 2.0 -4.0 40,143 13,400 -26,743

3902 TECCA 170 MARLBOROUGH 4.3 7.0 2.7 29,399 55,020 25,621

Page 1 of 1



SCHOOL COMMITTEE Agenda Item # 9C

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY For School Committee Meeting
(ACTION ITEM/S REPORTS) of May 9, 2017

SUBJECT: Policy’s to Vote on:

• School Calendar Policy 7.200
• Marking Periods Policy 7.250 (first Read on all three Policy’s: Apr11 25, 2017)
• Private School Policy 8.045

PERSON(S) PREPARING AGENDA ITEM: Katherine Hennessy, Policy Subcommittee Chairperson

LISTING OF ATTACHMENTS: Education Laws and Regulations/Advisory on Approval of
Massachusetts Private Schools
Copies of each respective Policy were distributed on April 25, 2017

BACKGROUND: The following Policy’s were approved by the Policy Sub-committee at the
April 12, 2017 meeting.

• School Calendar Policy 7.200
• Marking Periods Policy 7.250
• Private School Policy 8.045

(first Read: April 25, 2017)

STATUS: The above Policy’s have been approved by the Policy Subcommittee.

RECOMMENDATION: The School Committee vote on School Calendar Policy, Marking Periods
Policy, and Private School Policy. Designation of Vocational School Policy for acceptance.

Recommended by: Katherine Hennessy

Recommended by the Superintendent: /))1&u,.n.

5/17



Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education - Education Laws an... Page 1 of 4

Mass. State Offices State A-Z Topics

Massachuseils Department ef
Ett’rnentary & Secoudrir Education I--select Program Area--
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School committees and superintendents of schools periodically ask about their responsibilities in approving private
schools in their community. This memorandum, which updates and replaces an advisory that the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Edttcation ptiblished in 1982, provides guidance to local school officials on this issue.

In order to educate students of compulsory school age (6-i6) in Massachusetts, a private school, including a school
with a religious affiliation, must obtain the approval of the school committee of the city or town in which the school is
located. The Massachusetts comptilsoty school attendance law, General Laws c. 76, § 1, sets the standard by which
school committees must evaluate private schools. The pertinent section provides as follows:

For the purposes of this section, school committees shall approve a private school when satisfied that the
instruction in all the studies required by law eqtials in thoroughness and efficieucy, and in the progress made
therein, that in the public schools in the same town; but shall not withhold such approval on account of
religious teaching

A private school located in a town is required to seek approval from the school committee of that towit, whether or
not children from the town attend the school. A school committees approval tinder G.L. C. 76, 1, means that
Massachusetts children attending the private school may do so without violation of the compulsory attendance law.
School committee approval is neither an evalnation of program quality nor an endorsement of any particular school.
The decision to enroll a child in, or to withdraw a cluld from, a particular private school is otie that parents must
make.

Standards for Approval of Private Schools

In order to assist private schools in its district, the school committee should have a written statement of policy and
procedures by which it considers and acts upon private school applications for approval. Following are some
suggested elements for such a policy. A policy should address:

• the standard for private school approval under G.L. c. 76, § 1 (“equals in thoroughness and efficiency,
and in the progress made therein, that in the public schools in the same town.”);
the procedures for school committee approval (application process, timetable, requested documentation,
site visits, procedures for periodic review of approval status, etc.); -

• other agency approvals that maybe required (health, safety, building and fire inspections, etc.);
the records and materials the school is required to maintain; and
the criteria for measuring the “thoroughness and efficiency” of private school instruction in such areas as
the program of studies and curriculum, student performance assessment procedures, the length of
school day and school year, staff distribution and qualifications, textbooks and materials, maintenance of
student records, and compliance with applicable federal and state laws.

These guidelines are suggested rather than mandatory; they are intended to assist school committees in developing a
private school review process that is open and reasotiable. Because G.L. C. 76, § 1, does not speci’ the manner in
which a school committee conducts its review process, school committees are afforded wide discretion in developing
their own policies. The onb’ reqtlirement is that a school committee apply its policies and procedures consistently to
all private schools located within its jurisdiction.

A sample of factors that a school committee may wish to consider in evaluating the “thoroughness and efficiency” of
the instruction offered by a private school is attached. The sample criteria are not mandatory, and the school
committee may adopt or amend them in any reasonable way.

Approval of Private Special Education Schools

In addition to the school committee’s approval responsibility, the Department of Elementan’ and Secondary
Education has responsibility under G.L. c. 71B, § 10, to approve private schools that serve Massachusetts students
with disabilities at public expense. That responsibility is further defined in the Massachusetts Special Education
Regulations (603 CMR 28.00) and the Regulations on Program and Safety Standards for Approved Public or Private
Day and Residential Special Education School Programs (603 C.M.R. i8.oo) adopted by the Board of Education. The
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education conducts an extensive review of private schools that apply for
such approval, including their curriculum, physical facilities, personnel, and administration. Approval b the
Department of Elementary and Secondarv Education authorizes the private special education school to enroll
students with disabilities at public expense.
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Neither the school committee oor the Department of Elementary’ aod Secondary Edncation may delegate to the other
its own statutory function for approving private schools. By regulation, the Departmeot may not approve a private
school to serve publicly funded students with disabilities tinder CL. c. 7sB, §so, unless the private school has
received approval by the local school committee pursuant to G.L. c. 76, § 1. Notwithstanding the distinction between
the two approval functions, the Department recognizes that the programs offered by some private special education
schools are so specialized that it is difficult for the local school committee to assess the eqinvalency of the programs
to those offered in the public schools. Therefore, with respect to private special education schools, the school
committee has a choice. The school committee may choose to perform its own evaluation of the school in accordance
with G.L. c. 76, § i, and reasonable standards set by the school committee; or the school committee may designate a
public school representative, preferably a special educator, to participate in tbe Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education’s site visit review of the private school program and grant or deny local approval to the school
based on the information obtained from the joint site visit. This allows the school committee to retain its
independent statutory approval function while utilizing the special education expertise of the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education in evaluating the private school program. A school committee wishing to
participate in the Department’s site visit review of a private school should contact the Department’s Program Quality
Assurance Services unit (“PQA”) at: (781) 338-3700, or consult the POA website.

Frequently Asked Questions and Answers

1. does the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education or any other state agency have
responsibility for approving private schools for purposes of the compulsory school attendance
law?

No. The responsibility to consider and act upon private school applications for approval rests solely with local
school committees under CL. c. 76, § 1. The New’ England Association of Schools and colleges has a program
for accrediting private schools. Obtaining such accreditation, however, is voluntary and does not substitute for
the approval of the local school committee required by state law.

2. If a school committee does not approve a privatc school, may the private school still operate as
a school for Massachusetts students of compulsory school age?

No; at least not for regular attendance purposes. G.L. c. 76, § 1, the Massachusetts compulsory school
attendance law, requires private schools to obtain the prior approval of the local school committee. Thus,
attendance by a Massachusetts student between the ages of 6 and 16 at a private school operating without
sucb approval would not fulfill the requirements of the Massachusetts compulsory school attendance law, and
the student would be considered truant.

3. does a private education program providing only after-school services (e.g., academic tutoring
or language immersion) require approval by the school committee under G. L. c. 76, § i?

No. School committee approval is needed for compulsory attendance purposes and, therefore, is required only
for regular day school programs. School committee approval under CL. c. 76, § 1 is not required for privately
operated programs that provide educational or tutoring services to students after school.

4. May a private school appeal a school committee’s decision not to approve a private school to
the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education?

No. The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education does not have jurisdiction over local private
school approvals. Under G.L. c. 76, § i, private schools are approved by tbe school committee of the town in
which the private school is located. A private school that disputes a school committee’s or superintendent’s
decision may ask the school committee to review the matter. If the private school has a legal claim regarding
the approval process or standards, it may have some judicial recourse.

5. Must private schools meet the 900/990 hours and 180 school days minimum standards of the
Board of Education’s regulations on Student Learning Time as a requirement for approval?

The Student Learning Time regulations, as such, do not appb’ to private schools. The stated purpose of the
regulations is “to ensure that every public school in tbe commonwealth provides its students with the
structured learning time needed to enable the student to achieve competency in ‘core subjects’ and ‘other
subjects.’ 603 c.M.R. 27.01(2). Therefore, while the school committee may consider the total student learning
time and length of the school year at a private school in determining whether the school’s program meets the
statutory’ standard of “thoroughness and efficiency,” these factors are not required for approval.

Note: Private special education scbools that are approved by the Department to provide services to publicly
funded students with disabilities are subject to state regulations on minimum school hours and school days. In
addition, unapproved private special education schools in which publicly funded students are placed pursuant
to 603 CMR 28.o6(3)(e) because an appropriate approved school cannot be identified must adhere to state
regulations on minimum school hours and school days for those particular students.

6. Once a school is approved, is the approval subject to renewal or periodic review?

Although not required by statute, school committees are encouraged to adopt a private school approval policy
that incorporates a periodic review of previously approved schools. Scbonl committees may also adopt a policy
under which approval is valid until substantial changes are made in the private scbool’s program, at which
point tbe private school must seek re-approval.

7. To what extent may a school committee be liable for damages incurred by a private school
student, by virtue of its approval of a private school?

The approval function that CL. c. 76, § 1, imposes upon school committees is fairiy limited. Thus, as long as a
school committee acts reasonably and in good faith in carrying out its statutory approval function, its potential
liability is minimal. It would be advisable to make clear in school committee policy and procedures,
deliberations and votes on private school approval, as well as in correspondence with interested parties about
a particular private scbool, just bow limited the school committee’s responsibility is under G.L. c. 76, § 1.
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8. Are any of the state mandates applicable to public schools made applicable to private schools
by the phrase, “when satisfied that the instruction in all the studies required by law equals in
thoroughness and efficiency, and in the progress made therein, that in the public schools in
the same town?”

Various state laws set forth the subjects that public schools teach. See, for example, G.L. c. 71, § i, 2 and 3;
G.L. c. 69, § sD. Generally, tbe “thoroughness and efficiency” language in G.L. c. 76, § 1, shonld not be
interpreted as extending particular public school mandates regarding instruction and curriculnm to private
schools.

9. May a private school seek approval if its students are not residents of the town in which the
school is located?

A private school located in a town is required to seek approval from the school committee of that town,
irrespective of whether children from the town attend the school.

in. Should a private school provide notification to the school committee prior to closing?

Yes. The private school should provide notice in a timely manner to the school committee from which it
received approval pursuant to G.L. c. 76, § 1. In addition, once it has ceased operation, G.L. 71, § 34G requires
the owner or administrator of the school to transfer transcripts of all students and former students to the
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, except for students who are transferring to another
public or private educational institution. In that case, the private school must transfer the student’s records to
the school that the student will be attending.

ii. Should a school committee notify the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
when it approves or disapproves a private school?

Yes. Although the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education does not review, monitor, or
investigate school committee decisions regarding private school approval, it does require school committees to
report such information to the Department. The form, Notification of New Private School IW1 requires
the school committee to confirm that it has approved the private school, the date which the private school
comnienced operation, and other basic information, such as the school’s street and e-mail addresses. The
Department must collect and track this information for purposes of the various federal grant funds that it
distributes to private schools.

In addition, the school committee should timely notib’ the Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education if it has decided not to re-approve, nr has revoked approval of, a private school, or if the school has
closed. It is important for the Department to receive this information promptly, especially if the private school
at issue has a special education program that the Department has approved for placement of publicly-funded
students with disabilities.

The Departnient will refer inquiries regarding the approval status of a particular private school to the
superintendent of the district in which that school is located.

12. May a school committee delegate its authority to approve or disapprove a private school to the
superintendent or another school administrator?

No. Under G.L. c. 76, § 1, only the school conimittee has the authurity to approve or disapprove a private
school. However, the school committee may designate the superintendent or another school administrator to
visit the private school, review relevant documentation and make a recommendation on approval to the school
committee. The school committee may then vote to approve or disapprove the private school based on the
superintendent’s recommendation.

Sample Criteria for Approval of a Private School by a School Committee

i) Population To Be Served

Admissions criteria; documentation of school’s enrollment

2) Physical Plant/Safety

A. The school shows evidence of current:

i) certificate of Occupancy
ii) Fire inspection
iii) Safety inspection
iv) Elevator inspection, if applicable
v) compliance with lead paint poisoning prevention (for children under 6 years old)
vi) conipliance with other applicable federal and state health and safety standards (e.g., PcB, asbestos
inspections, handicap accessibility)
vii) copies of valid safety and health inspection certificates

B. The site, plant, and equipment adequately support tbe program and are operated to ensure the safety and
health of the students.

3) Curriculum

The curriculum offered is “equivalent” to that offered in the local school system generally and, specifically, in
terms of the following instructional areas:

i) mathematics
ii) science and technoloD’
Hi) bistury and social science
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iv) English
v) foreign languages
vi) the arts
vii) physical edncation

4) Educational Materials

Textbooks and individnal instrnctinnal materials, including compnters and other technologr, are adequate.

5) School Staff

The instruction provided is “thorough and efficient’ based on:

i) teacher qualifications
ii) adeqnate stndent/teacher ratio
Hi) regnlar evalnation of staff
iv) the school principal reviews criminal offender record information (CORI) of cnrrent and prospective
employees and volnnteers, as requ red by law

6) Administration

The school has a clearly defined organization that facilitates its objectives.

7) Records

A. The school maintains an adequate system of stndent records (e.g., attendance, health, discipline, progress
reports).

B. The stndent records are kept in a secnre and organized manner that is consistent with federal and state
stndent record laws to the extent applicable.

C. The school maintains and timely provides transcripts in response to reqnests of stndents and former
stndents in accordance with G.L. c. 71, § 34A.

D. The school is prepared efficiently to transfer transcripts of all stndents and fomser stndents to the
Massachnsetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Edncation and/or other schools shonld it cease
operation, in accordance with G.L. c. 71, § 34G.

8) Student Services

The school provides adeqnate pupil personnel services for all stndents (e.g., health care procedures, gnidance
and counseling programs, discipline policy).

g) Financial Support

A. The school provides evidence of financial solvency and resources to snstain the edncational program.

B. The school presents docnmentation of its legal statns. These may include copies of the articles of
incorporation and the certification of tax exempt statns.

so) Student Learning Time

The school provides adeqnate stndent learning time (length of school year and school day) and bonrs of
instruction in each subject.

ii) Student Performance Assessment

The school periodically evalnates stndents’ skills, competencies, and knowledge and docnments their progress.

Last Updated: October 3, 2007
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