
Richer School PTO 
Meeting Minutes - September 11, 2017 

 

 
 

PTO Board Members: Kris Mikula & Stacy Reynolds, co-presidents 

              Alison Gontarz, vice-president 

              Jennifer Byrne, treasurer 

              Patty Saman, secretary 

                                         Kate Haywood, volunteer coordinator 

 

 
 

Attendance:  Sheila Casto, Yogesh Pawar, MaryEllen Klusack, Michael Klusack, Laura Gann, Sue 

Buckingham, Zayed Fekadu, Alison Haas, Cheryl  Crowley, Lori Gelsomini, Lyria Garcia, Kori, Berardino,  

Tammie Teabo, Lynne Doherty, Laura May, Carla Lopez,  Sunitha Kokkula, Cathy DiPersio, Debbi Winske, 

Deanna Rosa, Jen Smith, Rachel Timmons, Heather Bartelson , Melanie Hanafin, Kris Mikula, Stacy 

Reynolds, Jennifer Byrne, Patty Saman, Kate Haywood, Principal Skaza and Asst. Principal Padilla 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

● Introduction of Board Members: Talked about the Welcome Packet that everyone is given and 

how it has a lot of info about what the PTO does. Board members introduced themselves and 

talked about how long they have been members of the PTO. Alison was absent. 

● Welcome by Principal Skaza: Welcomed everybody back noting that there were a lot more 

participants from the previous year, some were new parents to the school  and acknowledging 

how many teachers came. Principal Skaza talked about how there have been some challenges 

such as busing but also noted that when walking through the halls everyone is hard at work and 

all the kids are happy and busy. Asked parents if they knew anyone who needed a translator 

(neighbors, friends) and that we are going to be incorporating translators not only into our 

meetings but also into all of our events so that Richer School can be more inclusive. Can also 

answer questions that anyone has about Richer, the new school being built or even about 

Marlboro in general.  

● Introduction to new Assistant Principal Joey Padilla: Introduced himself. Told everyone he does 

know some Spanish so he can help anyone who needs some translation in that area. 

● Upcoming Events: Write-Check-Kickoff: This fundraiser is all year and you can directly write a 

check directly to the PTO. The date that this will start will be announced soon. Genevieve: Our 

biggest fundraiser of the year. Will help to fund the cultural arts within the school. Mrs. Fields: 

Another big fundraiser that everyone loves. Walking Wednesdays: Everyone meets at the 99 

and walks to school. We do that for 4 weeks. Bingo Night: We are looking for volunteers. Kate 

Haywood is handling the scheduling. Box Tops: Tracy Crossman is heading this. It is all year long. 

The box tops are turned in at the end of the month. The classroom with the most box tops each 



month gets a trophy. There is a lego box in the hallway by the office to put the boxtops in. In 

addition, there will be a container out there also for coke points. Any coke products that you 

buy there is CokeRewards that you can plug into their website and Richer School will get some 

money back. Boosterthon: Is a new event. It starts in March and it is like a fun run. It’s a week 

long and for 5 days, people will come in and do a pep rally at the kids lunchtime and then on the 

6th day the kids will do a fun run where a  track will be set up in the gym. Family and friends will 

pledge money for each lap a child does. The run will be separated by grades. Trying to get 675 t-

shirts so if anyone knows any businesses who would like to sponsor they would get their name 

on the shirt. They don’t need to sponsor all 675 shirts. Script Program: Marissa Kane is heading 

this. It starts in November because that seems to be the time that people start buying them. You 

purchase gift cards and a percentage will be donated to school.  Looking for someone to take 

over at the beginning of the year. Tools For Schools: Kori Bernadino is heading this. For Price 

Chopper and Stop & Shop, register cards and a percentage goes back to school. Doesn’t mess 

with gas points.  

● Communication: Look for us on Facebook- Richer School, e-mail-richerpto@gmail.com, 

backpack mail and now we are on twitter-Richer_Schoolma  

● Mix and Mingle: Everyone played a bingo game to get to know each other.  

 

The next meeting will be on October 12th at 7:00 pm in the cafeteria. 

 

Note Taker: Patty Saman 
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